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AI and Critical Thinking 

30-minute English activity for 10th grade (B1+/B2) 

 

Overview 

 Level: 10th grade, B1+/B2 

 Time: 30 minutes 

 Interaction: whole class, pairs, small groups 

 Materials: the student worksheet below (one per pair), board or projector, pens 

 Topic: how to question, check and use AI answers wisely 

Aims 

By the end of the lesson students will be able to: 

 tell the difference between a fact, an opinion and an unsupported claim 

 find problems in an AI-style answer (wrong facts, no source, overconfident language) 

 write a better, more critical prompt for an AI tool 

 give and justify an opinion using functional language 

Key vocabulary: reliable, source, evidence, claim, bias, accurate, double-check, fact vs. 

opinion, invented, confident 

Useful language: I agree because… / I disagree because… / In my opinion… / It depends 

on… / How do we know that? / What is the source? 

 

Lesson Plan at a Glance 

 

Time Stage Interaction 

0–5 min Warm-up: True, False or Invented? whole class 

5–15 min Task A: AI Fact-Checkers pairs 

15–23 min Task B: Ask Better Questions pairs 

23–28 min Task C: Can We Trust AI? groups of 4 

28–30 min Exit ticket individual 
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Stage 1: Warm-up – True, False or Invented? (5 min) 

Read out or project the five statements. Students vote True, False or Can't check (hands 

up or standing/sitting). After each vote, ask: How do you know? What would you need to 

check it? 

1. Octopuses have three hearts. 

2. You can see the Great Wall of China from space with the naked eye. 

3. The Eiffel Tower was finished in 1889. 

4. "A university study proves that students who use AI sleep two hours more every night." 

5. An AI chatbot always tells the truth because it is a computer. 

Point out that statement 4 has no named author, university, date or link, so it cannot be 

checked. 

 

Stage 2: Task A – AI Fact-Checkers (10 min, pairs) 

Set-up (1 min): Tell students that a chatbot gave the answer below. It looks professional, 

but it has problems. Students read it, then use the CHECK it! list to find at least three 

problems. 

The CHECK it! list 

 Claim – What exactly is being said? 

 Hunt for the source – Who says so? Where is the proof? 

 Evidence – Can I check it in another place? 

 Compare – Do other reliable sources say the same? 

 Keep facts and opinions apart – Is this a fact, or somebody's opinion? 

Question to the chatbot: "Tell me about the Eiffel Tower." 

Chatbot's answer: 

"The Eiffel Tower is in Paris and is made of iron. It was built in 1925 for the Olympic Games. 

Everyone agrees that it is the most beautiful building in the world. A study shows that 

98% of tourists visit it twice." 

Pair task (6 min): Underline every problem. For each one, write what is wrong and how you 

could check it. 

Feedback (3 min): Take answers from the class and write them on the board. 

 

Stage 3: Task B – Ask Better Questions (8 min, pairs) 

Explain that a weak question often gets a weak answer. Show the example first: 



AI and Critical Thinking – 30-Minute Activity (10th Grade English) 

Page 3 of 10 

 

 

 Weak prompt: "Tell me about climate change." 

 Better prompt: "Explain the main causes of climate change in simple English for a 16-

year-old. Give two examples and tell me which parts scientists are still discussing. 

Name sources I can check." 

Pairs then improve the three weak prompts on the worksheet. A better prompt should do 

at least three of these things: 

 say who the answer is for (age, level) 

 ask for evidence or sources 

 ask for more than one point of view 

 ask the AI to say when it is not sure 

 ask for a specific length or format 

After 6 minutes, two or three pairs read out their best prompt. The class says which of the 

five points it includes. 

 

Stage 4: Task C – Can We Trust AI? (5 min, groups of 4) 

Read out each statement. Groups decide quickly whether they agree, disagree or think it 

depends, then give one reason using the useful language above. 

1. If an AI answer sounds confident, it is probably correct. 

2. It is fine to copy an AI answer into my homework without checking it. 

3. AI can be a good helper for brainstorming ideas. 

4. I should always check important information (health, exams, news) in another source. 

Round off with one question for the whole class: When is it safe to trust AI, and when is it 

not? 
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